
True vs fake news 
HOW TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE 
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Where does chocolate milk come from? 



What is “fake news”? 



What is “fake news”? 
  

 “FAKE NEWS!” – President Donald Trump, 
61 times on Twitter, and counting 

  



What is “fake news”? 



Types of misleading and false news 
1. Fake news 
2. Misleading news 
3. Highly partisan news 
4. Clickbait 
5. Satire 



Other types of misinformation 
1. Conspiracy Theories 
2. Junk Science 
3. State media 

 
 



Fake news 





Misleading news 



Highly partisan news 



Clickbait 
 9 Out Of 10 Americans Are Completely 
Wrong About This Mind-Blowing Fact 

(wealth distribution) 

  

 Some Strange Things Are Happening To 
Astronauts Returning To Earth 

 (perspective gained from looking back at Earth) 

 



Satire 

Bodybuilder 
Can’t Believe 
He Forgot To 
Develop Right 
Arm 
 



Pranks 



Conspiracy  
Theories 



Who makes “fake news”? 
 

 



 

 









Impacts of Fake News 





Solutions 
 Fact checking websites and lists 
 Internet company policies 
 Nutritional label for information 
 Government agency 
 Education 



New policies 



Technology solutions 



Technology solutions 





Technology solutions 



@drjuliashaw 



Education? 



Nutritional label? 
  



Know before you share 
1. Be aware of your own biases 

2. Use fact-checking websites 

3. Check the publication title 

4. Investigate the website address, or URL 

5. Check for an author or reporter – is there 
one? 

6. Home page aesthetics 

7. Read the About Us page` 

8. Writing style and quality 

9. Are there “clickbait” headlines? 

10. Look for primary sources 

11. Identify the source of the information 

12. Check for additional sources 

13. Trace the quote, especially if in a meme 

14. Go to the original source – if you can find it 

15. Check a list of unreliable websites 

16. Accountability in way of corrections, 
retractions, dismissals 

Sources: CNN, Dr. Melissa Zemdars, FactCheck.org , New York Times  



Cognitive Bias 

 Your own  
 Others you know 
 Employees 
 Your social media account 
 Conspiracy Theorists 
  
 
 

Media 
Politicians 
Internet Companies 
State media 
Establishment / Deep state 
  
  







Opinion 



Fact-Checking Organizations 





Investigate the website address, or URL 

 abcnews.com.co 

domain Website title 



Home page  
aesthetics 





Source Analysis 

 Quoted sources 
 Primary sources 
 Anonymous or official statements 
 Other media outlets 
  

  



Beware internet quotes 



Accountability 
• Editorial guidelines 
• Ownership 
• Funding sources 
• Ombudsperson 
• Corrections Policy and 

Practices 
• Mission statement 
• Ethics code 
• Conflicts of interest 

disclosure 



Does Paul Horner appear in the article? 

 ““I was given $3,500 to protest Donald Trump’s rally in 
Fountain Hills,” said 38-year-old Paul Horner - abcnews.com.co 



Brown Cows? 



Brown Cows? 

Where do brown cows come from? 
 
A.Brown cows 
B.Black and white cows 
C.I don’t know 



What techniques do you use for 
consuming news? 



Questions? 



Let’s test our knowledge with case 
studies 
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