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Foresight is 
fundamentally about 
the study of change. 

We can learn a great 
deal about the future
by looking at what is 
happening now. 



“Foresight is thinking ahead to how 
trends, issues, and developments that 
can be observed in the present are 
likely to shape alternative futures

• What are the key forces that                  
are shaping the future?

• What might be their possible 
outcomes?

• What implications could they have 
for the learning and actions that 
must happen in the present?”

Marsha	Lynne	Rhea.	Anticipate	the	World	You	Want:	Learning	for	
Alternative	Futures.	Scarecrow	Education:	Lanham,	Maryland.	2005.	p.	21



“Being fanatically focused on the 
changing consumer behaviors across 
all sectors, not just [libraries] –
whether because of digital tools or 
globalization or other generational 
factors…

The future of [libraries] will be defined 
by leaders who understand the larger 
context in which [libraries] operate, 
not by navel gazing.”





“The best cities start with values 
about what is important to them in 
the longer term. On this basis they 
establish principles they are truly 
committed to, that guide their 
actions….They must not be too 
obvious. Statements no one would 
disagree with gain little 
traction....The wish needs a 
compelling narrative attached to 
it.”

Charles	Landry.	Cities	of	Ambition.	Comedia:	Near	Stroud,	United	Kingdom.	
2015.	



Inbound Change
change that happens 
to people

Outbound Change
change that we 
produce ourselves.
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Thanks!!
Visit our website 

www.ala.org/libraryofthefuture

Join our newsletter 
http://tinyletter.com/libraryofthefuture

Share your thoughts
mfigueroa@ala.org
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